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Tinian (/'tinian/ or / tii'a:n/) is one of the three principal islands of the

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Together with uninhabited . . .

neighboring Aguijan, it forms Tinian Municipality, one of the four constituent WAZ 27 Tlnlan, Northern Mariana Isl. PSE QSL TNX
municipalities of the Northern Marianas. Tinian's largest village is San Jose. &

Tinian is about 5 nautical miles (9.3 km) southwest of Salpan, from which It is ITU 64 10TA: Sa[pan 0OC-086

separated by the Saipan Channel. It has a land area of 39 square miles (100

km2), withiits highest elevation at Mount Lasso at 171 metres (S61 ft).

The island has a variety of flora and fauna, and limestone cliffs and caves.
The Tinian Monarch is the island's only endemic bird species and it is
threatened by habitat loss. There is a variety of marine ife and coral reefs
surrounding the island. Its clear, warm waters are ideal for snorkeling, scuba
diving and sport fishing.

Traces of human settlements on Tinian have been found by archaeologists
ranging over 4,000 years, including ancient Latte Stones, and other artifacts
pointing to cultural affinities with Melanesia and with similar stone
monuments in Micronesia and Palau. Around 3000 years ago, Tinian was
ruled by the Chamorro King Taga, who build a stone palace with monolithic
statues and latte stones. A beach on Tinian (Taga Beach) and the local
charter airline (Taga Air) were named after him.
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